
Signage Policy 
 
Signage for Monhegan Associates encompasses trail markers, primary trail arrows, ecology 
signs, special signs, trail maps, and components of the Monhegan Associates website.  In 
keeping with the Association’s desire to preserve the natural state of the wildlands, signage along 
trails is kept to a minimum and uses only natural materials, with the exception of paint and 
screws.  The Association acknowledges the need to provide information to visitors that will 
allow them to enjoy the wildlands, while also protecting both visitor and wildlands.  
 
Near the end of this policy, there is a section on sign construction that gives the specifications of 
the materials used for signage along trails. 
 
Trail Markers​ - As stated in the Trails Policy, “trails should be marked at each end and at 
junctions with an approved trail sign (about 2.5 inches square, with a green background and 
white lettering or numerals).  Painting of trail signs directly on rocks or trees is not in keeping 
with the aims of [and thus prohibited by] the Trails Committee.”  Specifications for trail markers 
are: 

● Dimensions:  2.5” x 2.5”  
● Mounting:  fasten the block to trees, stumps, or driftwood or posts (in this order of 

preference) 
● Height:  5’ to 6’ above the ground if placed on trees or 2’ to 4’ above the ground 

if placed on a stump, driftwood, or post 
● trail markers should be placed within 10 feet of the start of the trail  
● at intersections, a concerted effort should be made to place trail markers clearly 

within the first 10 feet of each trail.  In some cases, it may be appropriate to place 
two trail markers next to each other with appropriate arrows pointing in the 
direction of each trail. 

 
Primary Trail Arrows in Village​ - For the primary trails to the headlands (#4, #7, and #10) and 
Lobster Cove, signs with trail names along the road should be used to assist hikers in finding the 
start of these trails.   Specifications for primary trail arrows within the village are:  

● Dimensions:  30” x 6” boards with a point on one end 
● Mounting:  Posts  
● Height:  2’ to 3’ above the ground 
● Monhegan Associates’ signs placed on private property require prior approval of 

the property owner. Monhegan Associates’ signs placed at the edge of a 
Plantation road require prior approval of the Road Commissioner.  

 
  



Ecology Signs​ - On trails #3, #4, #5, #7, #9, #10, #11, and the Lobster Cove trail, where the trail 
departs from the Plantation, a sign with the following statement should be posted: 

“THESE WILDLANDS ARE PRIVATELY OWNED,  
        PLEASE HELP KEEP THEM PRISTINE.  
 

● NO SMOKING OR FIRES 
● NO WHEELED VEHICLES 
● NO DRONES 
● DO NOT DISTURB PLANTS 
● PACK IN / PACK OUT” 

 
Specifications for Ecology Signs are: 

● Dimensions: 10” x 12” 
● Mounting:  a tree/stump or post 
● Height:  If mounted on a tree the signs should be 5’ to 6’.  If mounted to stumps 

or a post, signs should be 2’ to 4’ above the ground.  
 
 
Special Signs - ​There might be occasion to post signs alerting visitors to potential hazards along 
a trail, such as poison ivy, yellow jackets, or loose rocks.  These should be used for the shortest 
possible time and only when the majority of the Trails Committee deems them necessary.  In 
such case, the signs should meet the following specifications. 
 
Specifications for Special Signs are: 

● Dimensions: 8” x 6” 
● Mounting: signs should be mounted on a post 
● Height:  signs should be between 2 and 3 feet off the ground 
● wording is limited to “Caution:” centered at the top with the cautionary item 

(Poison Ivy or Yellow Jackets) then listed below and centered  
Example: CAUTION: or CAUTION: 

          POISON IVY      YELLOW JACKETS 
 
 
  



Sign Construction - ​All MAI Trail signs (aside from the Trail Map) will use the following 
materials.  All materials and tools for construction and preparation of signs should be stored in 
the Trails Shed.  The Trails Committee Chair is responsible for ordering materials and prepping 
boards for painting and assembly. 

● Signs will be made of  ¾ inch Northern White Cedar 
● Once signs are cut to desired dimensions, a 1/16” to ⅛” bevel along all edges 

should be made 
● Prior to painting, necessary ⅛” holes should be pre-drilled accordingly: 

○ 2 ½” x 2 ½” Signs - 1 hole in middle 
○ 8” x 6” Signs - 2 holes centered vertically 1 ½” from top and bottom 
○ 10” x 12” - 2 holes centered vertically or horizontally depending on 

mounting.  The holes should be 2“ from each edge 
○ 30” x 6” Signs - 2 holes centered vertically 1 ½” from top and bottom 

● Sign will be painted Hunter Green with an Exterior Acrylic Latex 
● Wording on the signs will be painted with White Exterior Acrylic Latex 
● Numbers for trails are created with 2” brass block number stencils  
● 1.5” x 1.5” x 48” Northern White Cedar posts should be used to mount signs 

which cannot be displayed using a tree, stump, or driftwood.  Posts should not be 
treated or painted.  They should be hammered into to ground rough 1 foot leaving 
2 to 3 feet of the post above ground.  The appropriate sign should then be 
mounted at the top of the post. 

● 1½” galvanized phillips-head deck screw should be used to fasten the signs to 
trees, posts, stumps, or driftwood. 

● Wording should be in ALL CAPS with letters 1.5” to 2” tall and roughly follow a 
Block letter font.  Since words will be drawn freehand, these may have greater 
variability 
 

  



Trail Maps ​- Trail Maps are printed by Monhegan Associates and sold for $1 via map boxes 
scattered around town, the boat lines, and hotels on the island.  The trail maps provide hikers 
with the most accessible and relevant information regarding trails.  Additionally, they are a 
significant revenue source for the Association.  Trail Maps should be reviewed annually to 
determine if minor revisions need to made.  The Trails Committee should consider revisions 
and/or changes in design every time the map is reprinted.  The following is significant 
information about the trail maps. 

● Lincoln County Publishing in New Castle does the printing. 
● the Hardy Boat has picked the maps up from the printer and delivered them to the 

island. 
● revisions to the map are made through a Trails Committee Co-Chair in 

coordination with Mirto Art Studios in Brunswick 
● a Monhegan Associates volunteer has coordinated map sales and orders new maps 

as needed 
● a significant revision to the maps occurred in 2017. 

See addendum for a copy of the current Trail Map.  
 
 
  



Addendum:  Below is the 2017 Trail Map  
 

 
 

 


