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Monhegan Associates, Inc.
An Island Land Trust

-Monhegan
Associates Inc., Mission Statement
The untouched ocean-facing side of
Monhegan Island, through which meander many
miles of hiking trails, are privately owned lands
made public to all by the Monhegan Associates.
Formed in response to the looming threat of housing developments on the
Island’s backside in the 1950s, Theodore Edison, son of inventor Thomas
Edison, systematically acquired as much unspoilt land as could be purchased,
and established the Monhegan Associates, Inc. to preserve the accessibility of
Monhegan wilderness for future generations.
The association approaches conservation in a uniquely hands-off
manner; trails are kept rugged, trail markings discrete, and minimal
conveniences are provided for those enjoying the high cliffs and quiet
forested paths. Our belief has always been that these wild lands should be
experienced exactly how they are, unaltered by ideals.
In recent years human activity has resulted in the presence of certain
plant species which have taken hold in parts of the island. Thanks to the help
of our fall Forestry Crew, community service groups, and on island volunteers
we have begun the arduous task of restoring overrun habitats to native trees,
shrubs and wildflowers.
Our work is made possible by the generosity of our Members, Donors,
and Volunteers. We thank them for supporting our Mission and sharing a love
for Monhegan Island, a truly wondrous place.
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Get Involved in Island Preservation
Become a Member
Membership is open to the public
and all are welcome! Membership
directly supports the preservation
and care of Monhegan wilderness.

Adopt-a-Trail
Join us individually or with your
family in pledging time toward the
yearly care of your “adopted” trail.

Volunteer
Groups Meet Weekly July-September
Invasive Clearing with Penny Smith and Rebecca FitzPatrick
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9am
Trail Work with Fred Grey and Rick Cameron
Fridays 9am
All Volunteer groups meet at the Trails Shed
(located at the head of Trail #6, Alder Trail)

For more information or to make a donation:

MonheganAssociates.org/joinus/
Or send your contributions to:
Monhegan Associates, Inc. P.O. Box 97, Monhegan ME, 04852
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Officers and Committees:
President: Glenn Burdick
Vice President: Richard Farrell
Treasurer: Bruce Kerns
Secretary: Clare Durst

Trustees:
2016

2017

Bruce Kerns
Emily Morse
Carson Schnell
Penny Smith

Laurie Day
Fred Faller
Richard Farrell
Judy Grey

2018
Angela Iannicelli
Ben Odom
Mary Weber

Committees: Note: President is ex officio member of all Committees
Budget: Bob Smith (chair)
Ecology: Emily Morse(chair)
George Cabot (chair)
Lillian Harris
Karen Cabot
Richard Farrell
Fred Grey
Lucia Miller
Charlie Hudson
Kathie Iannicelli
Charles Lyman
Iris Miller
Penny Smith
Carol & Bob Stahl
Finance: Glenn Burdick (chair)
Morris Feibusch
Bruce Kerns
Chris Nelson
Bob Smith
Membership: Clare Durst
Fred Faller

Lands: Doug Boynton (chair)
Judy Grey
Matt Holzman
Trails: Fred Grey (chair)
Rick Cameron (chair)
Matthew Holtzman
Penny Smith
Lillian Harris
Angela Iannicelli
Judy Grey
Fred Faller
Matt Weber
Nominating: Jes Stevens (chair)
Victoria Nelson
George Cabot
Ben Odom
Bruce Kerns
Fire & Safety: Matt Schweier (chair)
Stewart Way
Doug Boynton
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President’s Greeting:
Happy Summer from
Monhegan! While we could
definitely use more moisture,
the Island is again awash with
color, the headland vistas
beckon, and the forest
canopy of the Island’s
northern half is bathed in
summer solstice light.
This newsletter brings you
highlights from our Spring/Summer activities. Through our committed
membership, service group volunteers, able Summer Interns Rebecca
FitzPatrick and Willow Bates, plus our dedicated Forest Stewardship
Crew, we remain actively engaged in priorities regarding trails, invasive
control, and ecology centric research and education.
Looking forward, we currently are updating our Forest Stewardship Plan,
which we believe is central to thoughtfully establishing priorities and
taking appropriate actions. In addition, we are refreshing our “look”
through the Monhegan Associates logo contest described later in this
newsletter. Further, we are selectively seeking greater synergies with
mission consistent organizations beyond Monhegan where exchanging
best practices and maintaining effective alliances make good sense.
Lastly, while we ultimately were not able to retain a resident Forest
Steward for 2016, our leadership will strive to add an appropriate
resource to our team next year.
Our 400 plus acres of Wild Lands and Headlands await you and, as
always, we sincerely appreciate you supporting us in perpetuating this
special Island and its “simple, friendly way of life”.

Glenn Burdick
President, Monhegan Associates
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Upcoming Events
Ecology Lecture Series:
Chris and Lisa Layman will discuss beekeeping, colony collapse, and the
appeal of Monhegan flora for Honeybees. Wednesday, July 13th.
Deb Soule will discuss Medicinal Herbs and her work as a gardener, teacher,
and author. Wednesday, August 10th.
Dr. Sarah Kocher will discuss her research on the genetic and ecological
factors underlying the evolution of social behavior in bees. Wednesday,
August 17th
Lectures will take place at the Monhegan Schoolhouse at 7:30pm

Island House Tours:
This year’s House Tour will be on Wednesday,
August 10th from 1 to 4 in the afternoon. The
following homes will be featured: Bruce &
Candis Kerns, Norma Kaplis & Jim Galvin, Ed
Deci, Emily Morse, Tommy Moulton, plus Bruce
& Olga Hausser. Tickets will be $20.00 and
available at the Lupine Gallery.
Please save the date and support The
Monhegan Associates! -Eileen Cameron

Monhegan Associates Logo Contest
You are invited to submit your design for a new Monhegan Associates Logo!
Submission deadline is July 31st
For more info and contest rules:
MonheganAssociates.org

Annual Meeting
Monhegan Associates, Inc. will hold its annual meeting on August 19th at
7:00pm at the Monhegan School. All are welcome!
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Guest Columnist: thoughts from Richard Farrell
Willow asked if, in a few words, I would be willing to contribute my thoughts
about what makes Monhegan Associates unique. Two things come to mind:
Monhegan Associates is pledged to preserve the island’s wild-lands. 
are
unique. I have seen no other area (nor heard of one) that combines sea-cliffs,
woodland trails, marshes, and meadows – so spectacularly – in such variety –
and in such a small area as Monhegan Island.
The other thing that has made Monhegan Associates unique among land
trusts is preserving the greater part of the island in its natural wild beauty.
For most of the time since 1954 Monhegan Associates has succeeded in doing
so. The present trails are largely the same ones, and in virtually the same
condition, as I remember them from sixty years ago. It is true that some of
the loose planks laid across wet areas of the trails have been replaced with
bog-bridges. There have been attempts to ‘improve’ the trails by the addition
of stone water bars (to direct runoff from the path), and in at least two
locations the addition of stone stairs.
I do not take great issue with past ‘improvements’ (Bog-bridges, for instance,
allow people to pass along the trail more safely than the old planks – and with
less damage to the wet areas). However I believe there may be a problem in
the future with what stewardship model we adopt. Models that work for large
preserves on the mainland may be less appropriate for Monhegan.
I believe, advice gleaned from mainland models should be tempered with
experience from Monhegan. A policy of ‘as little intervention as possible’ in
the wild-lands has worked remarkably well for Monhegan Associates for
decades. Because the area of the island we are pledged to protect is small,
any human-made change has a greater effect here than on the much longer
trails of large preserves. The human desire to improve things can work
against us. Every ‘improvement’ we construct in Monhegan’s wild-lands
makes them less wild, less unique and may take us further from Monhegan
Associates’ charge to protect the island’s natural wild beauty.
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Updates

Sierra Club Visit:
From June 5-11 2016 the Sierra Club worked with the Ecology
Committee, the Trails Committee and the Community Farm on
several projects. On Underhill Trail #3 they cut bittersweet and
barberry, on Alder Trail #6 and Maple
Trail #16 they cut barberry, at Calf Cove
they removed washed up debris, and
they helped the Community Farm by
laying cardboard and seaweed to
suppress Japanese Knotweed and
prepare the Pumpkin Patch for planting.
The Sierra Club participants came
together as a team, under the leadership
of Faye Sitzman, to complete an
impressive amount of work.
George & Karen Cabot and Penny &
Bob Smith provided lodging for the
group. Emily Morse made a dinner for
them. The Island Inn provided a breakfast
and a lunch for the group.
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Trails:
Every Friday from 9-12, the Trails Committee,
led by Fred Grey and Rick Cameron, work on
trail maintenance with volunteers who meet
at the trails shed. Keeping the trails open for
visitors is the priority and requires many
hours of work all during the growing season.
In addition to regular trail maintenance,
volunteer groups work on projects to repair,
protect, secure, and stabilize the trails. The
volunteer groups that worked on trails and
invasives control in the past year are The
Sierra Club, Camp Kawanhee, Outward
Bound, and Lincoln Academy.
Another program supported by individuals
and families on Monhegan is Adopt-a- Trail. Fourteen families and
individuals chose a trail or section of trail to maintain and either used
their own tools or borrowed tools from MAI to work on selected trails at
their convenience.
Finally, last fall the Monhegan Forestry Crew, led by Rebecca
FitzPatrick, completed both trails and invasive management projects.
They finished the rerouting of the Pebble Beach Trail #14 using skills they
learned from our trails consultant Lester Kenway. They also rebuilt the
bridge on Trail #1 at Gull Cove under his direction. They improved the
stone work on the Lobster Cove Trail, dug up loosestrife roots at Lobster
Cove, cut bittersweet vines, maintained waterbars, built waterbars on
the north and south sides of Whitehead and rebuilt sections of bog
bridges that needed repair.
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Island Happenings
Trail 14 Grand Opening:
On June 28th in celebration of the opening of a brand new
stretch of Trail, members and officers of the Monhegan
Associates Inc, Forestry Crew leader Rebecca FitzPatrick, and
Crew members joined together at the base of Trail #14, on
Pebble Beach. This trail, build through the hard work of the 2014
and 2015 MAI Fall Forestry Crews, adds new views and improves
access to our beloved Pebble Beach. Cookies and Lemonade
were generously supplied by the Trailing Yew.

Calendar:
The 2017 Monhegan Associates calendar is here!!

The 2017 calendars are available at The Lupine Gallery, The Island Inn and the
Monhegan Brewery.
A $20.00 cost is a bargain for unique photos from islanders and annual
visitors!
Laurie Day
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Invasive Plant Outlaws:
Children of the Monhegan School spent the
afternoon learning about invasive plant
species and how to identify them with our
summer intern. After a quick walk around
town students helped get the word out by
creating decorative species identification
sheets in the image of Wanted posters.
See the originals on the wharf shed!

Monhegan Museum
and Lighthouse:
Lawrence C. Goldsmith’s
paintings of Monhegan are featured in a retrospective exhibition at the
Monhegan Museum this summer. Goldsmith came to the island in the
1960s and painted there for nearly 40 years. July 1-September 30, 2016

Mini Golf:
The island transformed into a mini
golf course on June 26th this
summer. Holes were built by
thirteen island institutions and
participants enjoyed a day of fun
playing their way from the
Museum to the Brewery. This
years event raised money for the
Monhegan School’s annual field trip.
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Photos:

Frank and Marlene at the Jamboree

Gull Pond in the Sunlight

Trail 14 Opening Celebration

Spring Blossoms open in the Dew

Renovations on the Rope Shed

Scout Standing his Post
12

Web Connections:
For More Info about the
Monhegan Associates:
Facebook.com/MonheganAssociates
MonheganAssociates.org
Membership, Trail Maps, Monhegan
Nature Guides, and 2017 Calendars all
available on our website!
A full calendar of Island Events is
available at
MonheganWelcome.com
Photos courtesy of Thomas Janowski, Bob Bartels, and Willow Bates
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